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On Aug. 29, two of three factions of the Social Christian Party announced an official end to their
differences, and merged into a single unit. In late August, a center-left opposition bloc was formed
to displace the rightist Nicaraguan Democratic Coordinator as the most militant opposition group.
The decision to unite by Julio Ramon Garcia Vilchez and Erick Ramirez, leaders of the two Social
Christian factions, did not take Managua by surprise. Foreign Christian Democrat parties, led by
the West German Konrad Adenauer Foundation, have long attempted to convince the Nicaraguans
to resolve their differences. In response to Social Christian factionalization, the Foundation
suspended funding to the PSC's Nicaraguan Training and Socio-Political Studies Institute (INCESP).
Meanwhile, some opposition leaders have become increasingly disenchanted with the Coordinator.
Its efforts to create a climate of confrontation by staging violent street demonstrations ended with
the detention and imprisonment of rightwing party leaders at Nandaime on July 10, including
Agustin Jarquin, leader of the third and most extremist faction of the PSC. According to Jose
Antonio Bonilla of the Social Democrat Party (PSD), "the only way to confront the FSLN is with
an alliance of strong parties." Bonilla is reportedly considering the formation of an alliance with
the centrist bloc, thereby breaking the PSD's ties with the Coordinator. The new party coalition
encompasses a range of political ideologies, from the Communist Party to the Social Christians, and
including the Socialists (PSN), Popular Social Christians (PPSC), Independent Liberals (PLI), and
the Central American Unification Party (PUCA). According to some observers, a conciliatory climate
seems to have developed in recent weeks. Indicative of this rapprochement was a dinner party in
mid-August at the home of the representative of the Friedrich Ebert Foundation (German Social
Democratic Party) in mid-August. Dinner guests were major opposition leaders and two advisers to
President Daniel Ortega, Dionisio Marenco and Luis Enrique Figueroa. According to participants,
all major political topics were discussed. At the close of the evening, Marenco suggested that the
discussion continue at a future dinner date. As of the first week in September, resumption of this
informal debate had not yet occurred, result of an attack of dengue fever suffered by the host.
Shortly after this dinner party, Vice President Sergio Ramirez met with the National Reconciliation
Commission and announced the possibility of amnesty for the demonstrators arrested during a riot
on July 10 in Nandaime. (Basic data from 09/06/88 report by Regional Coordination for Economic
and Social Research of Central America and the Caribbean-CRIES, Managua)
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